In 1788 war broke out with Russia; the army at the time was
exceedingly short of doctors, and men who had had any medical
training were made regimental surgeons. On the conclusion of
hostilities Nobell continued to practise as a surgeon, but he always
appears to have been in straitened circumstances. He did not die
until 1839. The history of the family really begins with his son,
who was born in 1801 and was also called ImmanueL